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For most early pragmatists, including the founder C. S. Peirce and L. Wittgenstein, 
vagueness was a real and universal principle and not a mere defect of our knowledge or 
thought. This volume begins by exploring this pragmatist notion of vagueness and the 

way it was tied to their basic opposition to various kinds of reductionism and nominalism. It 
then develops towards an analysis of Peirce’s original and wide views on vagueness, as seen 
through the angles of logic, semiotics, epistemology and metaphysics. In the fi nal part of this 
book, the reader is presented with a case for the contemporary relevance of such a realistic 
pragmaticism for the ongoing debate on semantic, epistemic and ontic vagueness.
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