
Biography 
John-Paul Ghobrial is Associate Professor in Early Modern History at the University of 

Oxford, and a Fellow of Balliol College. He is the author of The Whispers of Cities: 
Information Flows in London, Istanbul and Paris in the Age of William Trumbull (Oxford, 
2013). He is now completing a book on the life and writings of Elias of Babylon, a priest who 
travelled from Mosul to the New World in the seventeenth century. From 2015 to 2020, he is 
the Principal Investigator on an ERC-funded project at Oxford entitled, “Stories of Survival: 
Recovering the Connected Histories of Eastern Christianity in the Early Modern World”. 


