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Findings of new combined 2012 Multi year Health Financing Trends Analysis, and 2012 Health Financing Scorecard indicate that 11 years after the old 2001 Abuja commitment, its time for the old AU 15% commitment to be reviewed and
improved from just 15% to 15% Plus.

» Multi year health financing trends analysis demonstrates that it is possible to meet Abuja commitments of allocation of only 15% of budgets to health sector, and yet not make sustainable impact on mortality & morbidity - if there
is no sustained improvement in actual per capita investment in health. l.e. 15% of 10 is greatly different from 15% of 100; but $100 per capita is a consistent value (see separate multi year trends analysis issued July 2012).

> In 9 countries allocating less than 13% of budgets to health, but investing over a $100 per capita - health outcomes are better than in 12 countries allocating 13% to 15% to health but investing less than $30 per capita. (Except
Botswana at dual 17% & $442 per capita) i.e. % allocation must be combined with actual improved per capita investment to make sustainable progress.

If budgeting is not needs based (& combining improved per capita & %), meeting only Abuja commitment of allocating 15% to health, but without substantial reduction in mortality & morbidity creates illusion of progress.

> In 19 countries including 4 that are at that are at Abuja 15% commitment level - & others close to it, or even well below it - external resources for health accounts for between 20% & 80% of total expenditure on health indicating
need for improved domestic investment.

> In 33 countries investing only between $2 per capita & $37 per capita, little or no sustainable improvement is possible - unless they improve per capita investment in health to at least $ 44 or higher over 5 years or more.

> In 13 countries already investing between $100 & $612 per capita in health, budget efficiency can only be improved substantially by: better planning & implementation; separate & improved investment in social determinants,
non-health sectors impacting on health, & key pillars of health. These include: education sector for improved Human Resources for Health; Civil Registration & Statistics for improved evidence based planning; & social
determinants such as Agriculture/Food Security/Nutrition (to tackle malnutrition), improved clean water sources, improved sanitation, hygiene & environment - all linked to a quarter or more of mortality & morbidity.

> Poor investment in these sectors & others means that after a certain level of direct investment in health, no more efficiency is possible. E.g. medical interventions for hunger & water borne disease are not efficient or sustainable.
l.e. need for integrated multi sectoral policy reflecting 15 Plus formula.

> Inadequate investment in capacity for production, & distribution of essential medicines & commodities including poor investment in manufacturing is undermining ability to tackle Africa’s massive mortality & morbidity levels.

> Average % allocation of budget to health in Africa region is 9.6% - but 16.9% in Americas; 14.6% in Europe; & 14.4% in Western Pacific. Alongside this average per capita investment in Africa region is $41; in Americas $1,566; & in
Europe $1,677. Costa Rica ($449) & Cuba ($623) have similar investment per capita to Botswana ($442) & Equatorial Guinea ($612) but more efficient outcomes due to better workforce, vaccines coverage, social determinants etc.

> Consequently average life expectancy in Africa region is 54 years, compared to 76 years in Americas, 75 years in Europe & 75 years in Western Pacific. A huge gap of 21 to 22 years in life expectancy is even more significant now
that experts estimate that an extra year of life expectancy translates to as much as a 4% growth in GDP.
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*Main sources for study summarised in scorecard: WHO World Health Statistics 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 & 2012; Trends in Maternal Mortality WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA & World Bank 2010 & 2012;; UNICEF State of the Worlds Children 2011 & 2012, WHO, World Bank & UN DESA/Populations Division; UNAIDS,
2010 & 2011 AIDS Epidemic Update; Global TB Control, 2011 (WHO), World Malaria Report 2011; And latest available comparable information from - WHO Statistical Database & Child Health Epidemiology Reference Group; UNFPA, UN Population Division; Interagency Group for Child Mortality Estimation; AIC
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