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Foucault without borders
Amphitheater Marguerite de Navarre
The conference is in English and in French with simultaneous translation

Michel Foucault, whose 100th birthday is celebrated in 
2026, led a more cosmopolitan intellectual life than one might 
imagine. It was while serving in the French cultural services 
in Uppsala and later in Warsaw that he wrote his doctoral 
dissertation on madness, and as a professor of philosophy 
at the University of Tunis that he had his first political expe-
rience. After being elected to the chair History of Systems 
of Thought at the Collège de France, he traveled to Japan, 
Brazil, Canada, and frequently to the United States to give 
lectures. Besides, he occasionally worked as a journalist to 
cover the Islamic Revolution in Iran and as a humanitarian aid 
worker to support Solidarność in Poland.

But his international impact extended far beyond his stays 
abroad. His work profoundly transformed research in the 
humanities and social sciences on numerous topics, but it 
also sparked debates, criticisms, and even controversies, 
particularly with US historians and German philosophers. The 
most remarkable fact, however, is that even when he neglect-
ed certain important fields and issues, notably regarding the 
colonial question and gender relations, he nonetheless exert-
ed an influence on those who analyzed them.

It is therefore this global presence of Foucauldian thought 
that the conference aims to analyze and discuss beyond plat-
itudes, conventional interpretations, hagiographic commen-
taries, and easy criticisms, in order to better understand how 
it has helped shift paradigms and how it offers today renewed 
relevance.

Foucault sans frontières
Amphithéatre Marguerite de Navarre
Le colloque est en français et en anglais avec traduction simultanée

Michel Foucault, dont on célèbre en 2026 le centenaire 
de la naissance, a eu une vie intellectuelle plus cosmopolite 
qu’on ne l’imagine. C’est en poste dans les services culturels 
français à Uppsala puis à Varsovie qu’il a écrit sa thèse de 
doctorat sur la folie. C’est comme professeur de philosophie 
à l’Université de Tunis qu’il a connu sa première expérience 
politique. Devenu titulaire d’une chaire sur l’histoire des 
systèmes de pensée au Collège de France, il a séjourné au 
Japon, au Brésil, au Canada et souvent aux États-Unis pour 
donner des conférences. À l’occasion, il s’est fait journaliste 
pour couvrir la Révolution islamique en Iran et humanitaire 
pour apporter une aide au syndicat Solidarność en Pologne. 

Mais son rayonnement international s’est déployé bien 
au-delà de ses résidences à l’étranger. Son œuvre a profondé-
ment renouvelé les travaux de sciences humaines et sociales 
sur de nombreux thèmes, mais elle a aussi suscité des débats, 
des critiques, voire des controverses, avec des historiens 
états-uniens et des philosophes allemands, notamment. Le 
fait cependant le plus remarquable est que, même lorsqu’il 
a négligé des domaines et des enjeux importants, autour de 
la question coloniale et des relations de genre notamment, il 
n’en a pas moins exercé une influence sur celles et ceux qui 
les ont étudiés.

C’est donc cette présence mondiale de la pensée foucal-
dienne que le colloque vise à analyser et à discuter au-delà 
des lieux communs, des lectures convenues, des commen-
taires hagiographiques et des critiques, de façon à mieux 
comprendre comment elle a contribué à faire bouger des 
lignes et comment elle présente une pertinence renouvelée.
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Program

Fadi A. Bardawil is a Visiting 
Research Scholar in the 
Department of Near Eastern 
Studies and Visiting Associate 
Professor in the Department 
of Anthropology at Princeton 
University. He investigates Arab 
traditions of critical intellectual 
inquiry in relation to the multiple 
genealogies of critical theory to 
reckon with questions of power, 
emancipation, and solidarity in an 
increasingly interconnected, yet 
fragmented world. He authored 
Revolution and Disenchantment: 
Arab Marxism and the Binds of 
Emancipation (2020). 

Magali Bessone is a professor 
of political philosophy at the 
University Paris 1 Panthéon-
Sorbonne and a member of 
the Institut Universitaire de 
France. Her research focuses on 
contemporary theories of justice, 
reparations, and critical theories 
of race and racism. Her recent 
publications include Faire justice 
de l’irréparable (2019), W.E.B. 
Du Bois: double conscience et 
condition raciale (2021) co-
written with Matthieu Renault, 
and a Lexique des réparations de 
l’esclavage (2021) co-edited with 
Myriam Cottias. 

Patrick Boucheron is a historian 
specializing in medieval Italy, 
particularly urban and architectural 
history. He is a professor at the 
Collège de France, holding the 
Chair of the History of Power 
in Western Europe, 13th–16th 
Centuries. His work has focused 
in particular on the concepts 
of communal experimentation 
and political fictions, from a 
Foucauldian perspective. His books 
include The Power of Images, Siena 
1338 (2018), Political Fictions. From 
the Middle Ages to the «Post-
Truth» Present (2025) et Peste 
noire (2026).

Didier Fassin is a professor at 
the Collège de France, where 
he holds the Chair Moral 
Questions and Political Issues in 
Contemporary Societies, and at 
the Institute for Advanced Study, 
in Princeton. Anthropologist, 
sociologist and physician, he has 
conducted research in Senegal, 
Congo, South Africa, Ecuador, and 
France. He recently authored Moral 
Abdication. How the World 
Failed to Stop the Destruction 
of Gaza (2024) and Leçons de 
ténèbres. Ce que la violence dit 
du monde (2025). Ainsi pensait 
Michel Foucault. Enquête sur une 
philosophie pour notre temps is 
forthcoming in September 2026. 

Biographies

09:00 Introduction: Cosmopolitan Foucault
Didier Fassin, Collège de France

Morning
CHAIR: Patrick Boucheron, Collège de France

09:15 Foucault and Critical Theory: Limits, Conditions, and Liberations
Martin Saar, Goethe University of Frankfort

10:00 Foucault and a Democratic Theory of Truth
Linda Zerilli, University of Chicago

10:45 Break

11:00 Poland and Foucault: a Mutual Reading 
Michał Kozłowski, University of Warsaw

11:45 Michel Foucault, la prison et l’abolitionnisme
Bernard Harcourt, Columbia University

12:30 Lunch

Afternoon
CHAIR: Magali Bessone, Université de Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne

14:00 Re-Orienting Discourse: Foucauldian Traveling Theory
Fadi Bardawil, Princeton University

14:45 Foucault in Iran: Political Spirituality in Revolutionary Times
Behrooz Ghamari-Tabrizi, University of Toronto

15:30 Break

15:45 Foucault’s Colonial Watermark and Beyond
Ann Laura Stoler, New School for Social Research

16:30 Retour sur le concept de nécropolitique
Achille Mbembe, University of Witsvatersrand

17:45 Conclusion
Didier Fassin

.



Behrooz Ghamari-Tabrizi is Visiting 
Fellow at the Center for Place, 
Culture, and Politics at CUNY 
Graduate Center and affiliated 
Professor of History and Iranian 
Studies, University of Toronto, as 
well as former Chair and Professor 
of Near Eastern Studies, Princeton 
University. He is currently working 
on a project on Ali Shariati that 
includes editing a Cambridge 
Companion volume on this Iranian 
thinker. He published Islam and 
Dissent in Postrevolutionary Iran 
(2008), Foucault in Iran: Islamic 
Revolution after the Enlightenment 
(2016), and The Long War on Iran: 
New Events and Old Questions 
(2026).

Bernard E. Harcourt is a political 
and legal theorist and death 
penalty litigator. He is the Corliss 
Lamont Professor of Law and Civil 
Liberties at Columbia University 
in New York City and a professor 
at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes 
en Sciences Sociales in Paris. He 
works in the area of critical theory, 
punishment practices, and political 
economy. His most recent books 
include  The Counterrevolution: 
How Our Government Went to War 
Against Its Own Citizens (2018), 
Critique & Praxis: A Critical 
Philosophy of Illusions, Values, and 
Action (2020), and  Cooperation: 
A Political, Economic, and Social 
Theory (2023). 

Michał Kozłowski is a philosopher, 
occasional sociologist, historian, 
and columnist. He is Professor 
at the University of Warsaw and 
former editor of the quarterly 
magazine Bez Dogmatu. He is 
currently working on the concept 
of political misogyny. He is the 
author or co-author of several 
books, including The Art Factory: 
The Division of Labor and the 
Distribution of Capital in the Polish 
Field of Visual Art (2013) and co-
edited the volume Joy Forever: 
The Political Economy of Social 
Creativity (2014).

Achille Mbembe is Professor in 
History and Politics at the Wits 
Institute for Social and Economic 
Research at the University of the 
Witswatersrand in South Africa. 
He is the Director General of the 
French Fondation de l’innovation 
pour la démocratie. His research 
has focused on the colonial and 
postcolonial representation of 
African societies, on the violence 
of domination and oppression on 
the African continent. He notably 
authored On the Postcolony (2001), 
Critique of Black Reason (2017) 
and Brutalism (2024). 

Martin Saar is a Professor of Social 
Philosophy at Goethe University 
Frankfurt and currently serves 
as Vice Dean of Research for 
the Faculty of Philosophy and 
History. His academic interests 
encompass contemporary political 
and social philosophy as well as the 
history of political thought, with 
a particular focus on the history 
of Marxism, Critical Theory and 
20th century French philosophy. 
He published books in German on 
Nietzsche and Foucault (2007), on 
Spinoza’s political thought (2013) 
and on social philosophy (2025).

Ann Laura Stoler is Willy Brandt 
Distinguished University Professor 
of Anthropology and Historical 
Studies at The New School for 
Social Research, founding director 
of its Institute for Critical Social 
Inquiry, and one of the founding 
editors of Political Concepts: a 
Critical Lexicon.  She has worked 
on the politics of knowledge, 
colonial governance, racial 
epistemologies, the sexual politics 
of empire and ethnography 
of the archives. Her books 
include Race and the Education of 
Desire (1995), Carnal Knowledge 
and Imperial Power (2002), 
and Interior Frontiers: Essays on the 
entrails of inequality (2022).

Linda Marie-Gelsomina Zerilli 
is the Charles E. Merriam 
Distinguished Service Professor of 
Political Science and the College 
and affiliated faculty in Philosophy 
at the University of Chicago, and 
formerly served as the faculty 
director of the Center for the Study 
of Gender and Sexuality.  Her work 
explores subjects ranging from 
feminist thought to the politics of 
language, aesthetics, democratic 
theory, and Continental philosophy. 
Her writings include Feminism and 
the Abyss of Freedom (Chicago, 
2005), A Democratic Theory 
of Judgment (2016), and A 
Democratic Theory of 
Truth (Chicago, 2025).
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Paul Klee, Skeptically Smiling,  
Denver Art Museum, Google Art Project@Wikimedia
Michel Foucault, à qui l’on demandait en 1966 quelle 
peinture représentait le mieux la philosophie telle qu’il 
la voyait, répondit sans hésiter que c’était celle de Klee, 
car « il fait de l’acte de peindre le savoir déployé et 
scintillant de la peinture elle-même ».

Thomas Römer
Administrateur du Collège de France 
11, place Marcelin-Berthelot, 75005 Paris
www.college-de-france.fr
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